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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
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Reasons for Allowance 

Claims 1-10 are allowable over the prior art of record because the prior art of record, 
considered alone or in combination fails to suggest or fairly teach a device for recording 
information in blocks having logical addresses, comprising a combination of: recording means 
(22) for recording marks in a track on a record carrier representing the information, and control 
means (20) for controlling the recording by locating each block at a physical address in the track, 
the control means comprising addressing means (31) for translating the logical addresses into the 
physical addresses and vice versa in dependence on defect management information, defect 
management means (32) for maintaining the defect management information in defect 
managements areas, the defect management information including remapping information 
indicative for translating a logical address initially mapped to a physical address exhibiting a 
defect to an alternate physical address in a defect management area, continuous data detection 
means (33) for detecting a logically continuous address range of blocks of information, in 
particular real-time data like digitally encoded video, and defect management reorganizing 
means (34) for determining, via the defect management information, the physical addresses of 
remapped logical addresses in the logically continuous address range, and reorganizing the 
defect management information by remapping at least one of the remapped logical addresses to a 
different physical address for facilitating read-out of the remapped logical addresses in the 
logically continuous address range from a single defect management area, as recited in claim 1; 
or device for reading information in blocks having logical addresses, comprising a combination 
of: reading means (30) for reading marks in a track on a record carrier representing the 
information, control means (20) for controlling the reading by locating each block at a physical 
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address in the track, the control means comprising addressing means (31) for translating the 
physical addresses into the logical addresses and vice versa in dependence on defect 
management information, the defect management information at least including remapping 
information indicative for translating a logical address initially mapped to a physical address 
exhibiting a defect to an alternate physical address in a defect management area, and defect 
management reorganizing means (34) for determining, via the defect management information, 
the physical addresses of remapped logical addresses in a logically continuous address range, and 
reorganizing the defect management information by retrieving, from a single defect management 
area, a number of blocks from physical addresses corresponding to a number of remapped logical 
addresses in an address range in the logically continuous address range, buffering the number of 
retrieved blocks, and providing at least one of the retrieved blocks when a remapped logical 
address is to be read, as recited in claim 8, or a method of defect management for use in 
recording information in blocks having logical addresses, comprising a combination of steps: 
locating each block at a physical address in a track on a record carrier, translating the logical 
addresses into the physical addresses and vice versa in dependence on defect management 
information, and maintaining the defect management information in defect managements areas, 
the defect management information including remapping information indicative for translating a 
logical address initially mapped to a physical address exhibiting a defect to an alternate physical 
address in a defect management area, the method comprising detecting a logically continuous 
range of blocks of information, in particular real-time data like digitally encoded video, 
detecting, via the defect management information, the physical addresses of remapped logical 
addresses in the logically continuous address range, and reorganizing the defect management 
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information by remapping at least one of the remapped logical addresses to a different physical 
address for facilitating read-out of the remapped logical addresses in the logically continuous 
address range from a single defect management area, as recited in claim 10. Claims 2-7 and 9 are 
allowable with their respective parent claim. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Cited References 
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controlling the access of a recording/reproducing head based on the recorded management. 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
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9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
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272-1000. 



/Thang V. Tran/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2627 



